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A tribute to Rohini
~Nayyar’s work and
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wtting rerad communitics
af the heart of Tndia's
development story, the
fifth Bohini Navwar Price
for Outstamd tng Contribuetion o
Rurcl Develogement brought
thgether policymakers,
ceonomists and develogiment
practitioners to the Capital
on Saturday. The cvening
celebmated the legacy of late
economist and former Planning
Commission member Dr Rohin
MNayyar, while recognising young
changemakers.

Former G20 Sherps Amitabh
Kant, who was the chief guest.
said, "I Hohini Ivayyar's career
remingds s that rural
transtormaton requires both
policy and proxinity. Policy
crzates entitlernients, budgets,
programimes and insttutons. But
proximity tells us whethier thiese
arrangements actualiy work”
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contribution to rural
development, Decpak Nayyar
smid, "Rohini might not have been
visiblein the public-domain, bos
she was mncredibly influential m
shaping public paficy. She worked
tirelessly behind the soencs to
mnke a lasting impact on naral
development,”

The prize. instituted in her
miemicay by the Neyyar
Foundation for Social and
Eeonomic Purpose. recognises
individuals aged below 44
whose work im LE
the lives of rur J
commirnities. This
year's award went to
Prashant Chandhary, 4,
founder of CodeYogi
Foundation, for
minkimg coding and Al

Amitatrh Kant, Former
G Sherpa

education accessible - = !
to students in - .
government schools Econemist Decpak”
and rural mreas Mayyar

througha

smartphone-first 4 Economist
learning model r Dibeiraj Nuyvyar

Dodging diplomatic glamourto, - .

sketch a candid portrait of life

Former Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj turns author with her recently released

memoir mapping doubt, grief. resilience., parenting and duty of nation

Henna Rakheja
Feenna @k hra @hmdust st s com

heer grace and stecl are

how the world =aw

former diplomat Ruchira

Eambeog. Off duty now,
the former Ambassador who
wits India’s first female
permancnl representative o
the United Nations 15 penning &
new chapter with her memoir,
O the World Stape: A Lifein
Dhplomacy.

LOSS TURNED

INTO AMBITION
Recounting how her father
“embodicd the quintessential
Army otticer” and feft a deep
imyprint-on her life, Kambaoj

shares; “1 was only 16 when he
lett us suddenly. He was the
one who gave me the divim
and inspired me to join the
Indian Foreign Service.. My
life as an IF5 officer, and this
book is an homage to him.”

OF WORLDLY WISDHM
AND WOMANLY DUTIES
The book traces milestones
across nearly four decades of
Kamboj's professional life,
durmng which time Indis
transtormed from & country
still Hinding its cconomic and
diplomatic foobng intoa global
power, Though she won
arguments in rooms full of
meen primarily making
decttions. she recalls fecling

‘mom guilt. “Twould imagine
st women would feel guilty
because it is a vory instinctive
rofe thist you love playing at
home.. [ was fortunate to have
the support of my mother-in:
Ly and my meother, who
looked after my daughter, an
clectrical engineer today,”
shares Kambod, who alsowrote
about battling loneliness in
unfamiliar postings.

KEEPING IT SUCCINCT
Dt the arduous jourmey,
hier writing remains crisp and
nourishing. “Time is precious,
not just mine but alzc of the
readier,” she says, adding, "The
ettort was to be as honest as
onecEn.”
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