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ROHININAYYAR
PRIZE 2025
For Outstanding Contribution to

Rural Development
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The Rohini Nayyar Prize has been instituted in the memory of the life and work of the late Dr.
Rohini Nayyar by her family. It is awarded every year to an individual, 40 years or less in
age, with a prize of Rs. 10 lakhs, a citation and a trophy. Over her long career, Dr. Nayyar
mentored several young professionals in the field, in government and outside. By
recognising the outstanding work of persons under 40, the Rohini Nayyar Prize hopes to
carry forward her legacy of improving the lives of those who live in rural India.

The 4th ROHINI NAYYAR PRIZE 2025

OCTOBER 2025

51

Friday at 6:30 pm

VENUE: India International Centre, New Delhi

CHIEF GUEST

Prof. S. Mahendra Dev

Professor S. Mahendra Dev is Chairman, Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister since June 2025. Prior to this, he
was the Editor of Economic and Political Weekly (2023-2025).
Earlier, he was Director and Vice Chancellor, Indira Gandhi
Institute of Development Research, Mumbai (2010-2022), and
Director, Centre for Economic and Social Studies, Hyderabad
(1999 to 2008). He has also served as Chairman, Commission
for Agricultural Costs and Prices, Government of India (2008-

2010).

THE PRIZE WINNER 2025

Vidhya Parshuramkar

For Outstanding Contribution

to Rural Development

Vidhya Parshuramkar, 24, winner of the Rohini
Nayyar Prize 2025, represents a new generation of
innovators transforming rural India through science
and social enterprise. Vidhya leads Agrozee
Organics and its flagship initiative, Millets Now,
which is guided by a vision to make nutrition
accessible, sustainable, and community-driven. An
M.Tech in Food Technology from IIT Kharagpur,
Vidhya discovered early in her journey how
scientific innovation can transform traditional foods
into modern nutritional solutions. This conviction
underpins her mission: to go beyond feeding people
to cultivating healthy eating habits and creating
brighter, more resilient communities. For her, food is
not just about products, but about people —farmers,
children, and rural families — coming together to
build a healthier tomorrow.

Under her leadership, Agrozee Organics is making
an outstanding contribution to nutrition security,
women’s empowerment, and rural development.
Agrozee produces biofortified, ready-to-eat millet
products designed to combat malnutrition and iron
deficiency anaemia. Through the Nutri Dabba
programme, Vidhya and her team address
nutritional deficiencies among school children by
combining sustainable agriculture with community
health. Their initiative delivers nutritious millet-
based snacks to schools, empowers women-led
Self-Help Groups (SHGs), and supports over 7,000
smallholder farmers, strengthening both livelihoods
and food security. With its focus on digital outreach,
community partnerships, and climate-resilient
farming, Agrozee embodies a holistic and futuristic
approach to rural development.




THE JURY

Dr. Ashok Khosla

is a global environmentalist based in New Delhi. He received his MA in Natural
Sciences from Cambridge University and his PhD in experimental physics from
Harvard University. He setup and headed India’s (and the global South’s) first
government and, then UNEP's global information system, INFOterra. Subsequently, he
founded Development Alternatives, the world's first social enterprise for innovation
and large scale application of appropriate (or “frugal”) technology with direct
relevance to eradicating poverty and regenerating the environmental resource base.
He served for a decade as the founding co-chair of the United Nations Environment
Programme’s International Resource Panel (UNEP-IRP) and is internationally known for
pioneering and contributing to the concepts and praxis of sustainable development.
He was President of IUCN (2008 to 2012) and the Club of Rome (2005 to 2012).

Ms. Renana Jhabvala

is a social worker, who has been active for decades in organising women in the
informal economy into trade unions, co-operativesand financial institutions in India,
and has been extensively involved in policy issues relating to poor women and the
informaleconomy. She is best known for her long association with the Self-Employed
Women's Association (SEWA), India, and for her writings on issues of women in the
informal economy. She presently the President of SEWA Bharat, the All-India
Federation of SEWAs.

In 1990, she was awarded a Padma Shri from the Government of India for her
contributions in the field of social work. In April 2012, she was Chancellor Gandhigram
Rural University (2012-2017) and was Member of UN Secretary General's High Level
Panel on Women’s Economic Empowerment (2016-2017).

Dr. Rajesh Tandon

is the Founder-President of Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA) and the Chairperson
of Martha Farrell Foundation. He is also Co-Chair of the UNESCO Chair in Community
Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher Education, since 2012.

A Ph.D. from Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, USA and an electronics
engineer (IIT, Kanpur) with a graduation in management (IIM, Calcutta), Dr. Tandon is
an internationally acclaimed leader and practitioner of participatory research and
development. A pioneer of participatory research, he has given new meaning to
academic research by redefining the relationship between the researcher and the
researched. Dr. Tandon has also served on numerous Expert Committees of
Government of Indig, University Grants Commission, United Nations, Commonwealth
and World Bank.

Prof. K. Seeta Prabhu

is currently Visiting Professor at the institute for Human Development and Senior
Advisor (SDGs) at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai, and Visiting
Faculty at the Indian School of Development Management, New Delhi. Seeta was
Tata Chair Professorat the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai (August 2013 to
August 2018) and Programme Director of the Prime Minister's Rural Development
Fellows Scheme of the Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India (2015-
2017). She was Head, Human Development Resource Centre and Senior Advisor,
UNDP, New Delhi (2000-2013). Seeta’s latest book co-edited with Prof. S. Parasuraman
Making Development Happen: Transformational Change in Rural India Volumes | and
I, chronicles the developmental work undertaken in rural areas of India’s conflict
affected districts by the PM’'s Rural Development Fellows.
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_Rohini Nayyar was one of India’s
foremost economlst’s in government.
“She studied in Miranda House and
' the Delhi School of Economics, for a «
"BA. Honours qnd M.A. in Economics, '
_atthe UnlveTS|ty.DeIh| She taught
- Economics‘at Miranda House for a
short period, before she joined the
Indian Admmlg,tratlve Service (IAS)
5 and served in-the Uttar Pradesh
.\ cadre for five years.
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' - Thereafter, she went to-University of
- Oxford where. she studied for a B. Litt
in Egonomlcsa,..She was'awarded her
< D."Phil in Economics from the
/ University of SusSe)( Some years
later, she'joined the Planning
Commission of India - the country’s
qpex developrﬁenf policy institution —
in'1987, where she worked till 2005 in
o:uffereht capacities until she retired
as Principal Advisor, Rural
1 Development (in the rank of
i $eqretory to Government of India).
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Her myriad contributions to

academic ||ter,qture policy making,
a-nd institution building have greatly
enriched our understanding of rural
development in India.

i ..rﬂ‘ .

The trophy for the Rohini Nayyar Prize is based on an
artistic interpretation of the name Rohini, which refers to
an ascendent star.

It is a tribute to the late Dr. Nayyar and a recognition of the
long tradition of rural craft in India.
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The trophy is designed by Freedom Tree, an Indian design
brand and colour strategy studio based in Mumbai.
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The trophy is a co-creation of Freedom Tree and its
partner artisans. The artisans are skilled in traditional
techniques of casting and lathe-work, while being equally
adept at using computers and new materials. This is a true
leap in blending modernity and tradition in Indian crafts.
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